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if ormation regarding water, camping-places, etc., alongside ie railway was sought from every one likely to acquaint him ith our enquiries ; telegrams in cipher, easy to decipher, 'ere allowed to fall into his hands ; and all the other usual leans of deception were practised. Lastly, as it was aportant that we should be informed early and accurately f his movements when eventually he found his flank irned, we induced certain Dutch-speaking men to join his Dmrnandos, with a promise of substantial pecuniary reward they brought us the information we required.
The situation at the time was one of great anxiety. The .ege of Kimberley had hitherto been a kind of passive ivestment, but on the yth of February the Boers opened re with the " Long Tom " (six-inch gun) which they had rought round from Ladysmith, and this so alarmed the ihabitants that two days later Kekewich, the commander f the besieged force, felt obliged to report to Lord Roberts iat the danger of surrender was imminent. Other dis-uieting news was received from Buller as to his inability 3 relieve Ladysmith, and on the gth of February he sported that in his opinion " the fate of Ladysmith is nly a question of days unless I am very considerably sinforced."
All this constituted a heavy load, and Lord Roberts arried it bravely and correctly. He could not possibly 2nd reinforcements to Buller in Natal without abandoning he plan he had so carefully considered and elaborated for n advance into the Free State, and in which he believed o lie the greatest prospects of success. Moreover, its bandonment would entail endless confusion and delay. le therefore stuck to it; gave orders for the troops to ross the Free State frontier on the nth of February ; ,nd instructed General French, commanding the cavalry livision, which led the way, to relieve Kimberley "at all osts." By skilful manoeuvre and the display of com-tiendable audacity, French was able to report on the evening if the I5th that his mission had been accomplished in con-ormity with Lord Roberts' instructions.
Cronje having meanwhile obstinately refused to budge rom his trenches, our next task was to reap the fruits ofhis rarely falls to the lot of the commander of whom regimental officers andmand. Thenwhilepublic men, or having in them some particle of good, hadapsize. The passage of rivers is also made on rafts of inflated skins supporting a frameworkiably two months' imprisc
